IS THERE SENOUGH
TO: CONVICT YoU

twist: Many who suppore capital punishment are ealling for a moratorium

I n the last few years, the debate over capial punishment has taken a new

on carrying out death sentences, The reason: the power of a new type of

physical evidence— DNA,

Using DNA—an individual’s generic “cell-prine”—to acquit or convice the
aceused i history's biggest breakchrough in forensic science, All over the world,
many eriminals given the death penalty have been found to be innocent on the
basis of DINA analysis which was't available ae the time of their conviction.
Searching back through evidence files decades old, investigators are producing
tiny shieds of evidence—a hair, a saliva sample, a bit of skin tissue—from which
DNA can be extracted, In some cases, convictions are being upheld. Bur in an
unsenling number, convictions have been overturned and prisoners set free,

DINA is perhaps the mast power-
ful form of physical evidence available
Lo crime scene investigatars, Why?
Because of its permanence. DNA iy
not a memory or an opinion, an odor
ora color. [t is hard, physical evidence
which does nor change over rime,
DNA as physieal evidence identified
the body of Nazi executioner Josef
Mengele; the Child Recovery and
Identification System uses DNA
recards o unite parents with missing
children and probate coures are using
LINA evidence to seule confliering
claims regarding inheritances. DNA
evidence—and as a rule, physical evi-
dence of any kind—is almost impos-
siblle o refute.

What is physical evidence? In
his standard text on the subject,
Criminalistics author Richard
Saferstein says physical evidence is
“any and all objects thar can eseablish
thar a crime has been committed or
can provide a link between a crime
and its victim or a crime and irs per-
petrator.” In short, physical evidence
is anything and everything thar rells

investigators about a crime. The goal
of the crime scene invesrigator i to
build a bridge from the crime to the
criminal, to conneer a person with an
act. And physical evidence provides
the foundation stones for the bridge,
Paul L. Kirk has said, “[Physical
evidence] does not frger. I is not
confused by the excitement of the
mament. 1t is notabsent [when)
human witnesses are; it is factual
evidence, Physical evidence cannor be
wrong, it cannot perjure isell, .only
its interpreciton can err,

Prosecutors and attorneys face
problem when trying to prove a
erime: Even though physical evidence
is best, juries almosy always value eye-
witness testimony, Because
value their own memories, they fieel
an eyewitness couldn't possibly be
wrong. But memaories are ever-chang-
ng and can be influenced by many
things: feelings, opinions, experiences,
moos, and prejudices, to name a few,
Bur physical evidence does not lie or
change.
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As Christians, we can be guiley of
lenting personal mensal impressions of
our spiritual life take p lence over
the physical evidence, We often think
mare highly of ourselves than we
ought to think. Bur evidence helps us
think soberly about how we are doing
in our Christian walk (Romans 12:3).
For instance, if we spend two minures
in prayen later in the day we are con-
vinced it was ten. 10 we read a few
verses of Scriprure, we describe it s
having studied a chaprer. When we say
we artend church every Sunday, aver
the course of a year it may be three
weeks our of four. And instead of
being 10 percent, over time our riche

may average three or four percent,

IN THE WORLD OF C.S.I.
~CHRISTIAN SCENE
INVESTIGATION-

Are ﬂmbhw!t Jies anel CRARRET-
ations? They could be, but more Oﬁw
they are]um:subrle wricks our memory

plays on us. We are eyewitnesses o our

awn spiritual life and yer often fil
perceive it as it really is, W we need
is some hard, physical evidence—the
kind that tells the truth—ro ger an
accurate picture of our spiriwal life.
Physieal evidenee ar a crime scene
consises of things like firearms and
gunshot residucs, footprines, finger-
prints, hair and fibers, wolmarks and
other impressions, chemical traces, and
blood and body tissues or Auids. But
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what is the physical evidence ar a
Chyristian “scenc:”™ [ want to discuss
four kinds of physical evidence which
can easily be observed by anyone—
including, hopefully, ourselves: whe
you are, what you do, where you go,
and who vou associate with, A
Christian should leave physical trails
behind which ultimately identify him
as a follower of Christ,

1. WHO YOU ARE

By this | mean the overll picrure
you present to the world. When peo-
ple first meet you, what do they think?
By reading the four gospel accounts in
the Mew Testament, we come away
with the i |mpress|on that Jesus was a
different sort of persan, Crowds fol-
lowed Him everywhere, People lis-
tened arentively to His every word,
Scholars were either amazed or

silenced by the wisdom of His answers,

Jesus wasn't different physically, He
didn'e look like a king (Isaiah 53:2).
He was different spiritually. Peaple

“may not stand amazed at us when they
 pass us on the street; bur when they
et to know us, whar do they think?
Many peaple have been won to Chrise
through the centuries because of com-
ing in contact with a persan abour

whom they said, “There’s something

different abeur thar persan, and 1 want

what he has in my own life.”
2, WHAT YOU DO

One of the most compelling
reachings of Jesus Christ is that peaple
are known by the fruits of their life
(Macthew 7:16-20; 12:33), Good
trees bear good fruit and bad trees bear

bad fruic. Similarly, fruit trees bear

fruir, bur thornbushes do nae, 15

EVIDENCE ALMAYS TRUNPS PERSONAL
IWPRESSIONS WHEN IT COMES TO ESTABLISHING
A LASTING VERDICT.

someane examines the Christian scene
of our life, expecting to find the fruit
of the Holy Spirit (Galarians 5:22-23),
but instead finds only the works of the
flesh (Galatians 5:19-21), the apostle
Paul would go wich the physical evi-
dence, We can say we are a Christian
“tree’” all we wane, bue if there is no
fruic of the Spiric (no evidence) pres-
ent, then we stand condemned. Our
behavior, words, attitudes, habits, and
practices constiture a teain of evidence
about our spiritual life,

3. WHERE YOU GO

The sons of Korah, who made up
the cemple choir in Lsrael, are credited
with these telling words: "For a day in
Your couris is better than a thousand. [
would nather be a dovrbeeper in the
Fase af my God than diwelf in the tents
af wickedness™ (Psalm 84:10). When 1
meet Chrlstlans who consider going to
church, or gathering with ather heliey.
ers for Bible study and fellowship, nor
as exciting a8 recreating with non-
Christians, | wonder what thar evi-
dence reveals about cheir sm:] Because
our culture has made

artendange is to leave physical evi-
dence of a suspicious kind (Hebrews
10:24-25).

4, WHO YOU ASSOCIATE WITH

Darkness and light cannot coexise
in the same space since darkness, by
definition, is the absence of light. Jesus
(John 3:19: 8:12) and the apostle John
(1 John 1:5; 2:9) talked abour the spir-
inual incompatibility of darkness and
light, and Paul expanded on the differ-
ences between believers and unbeliev-
ers (2 Corinthians 6:14-18), When a
professing Christian never seems to
find himself “hanging out™ with other
Christians—{or recreation, service, fel-
lowship, study, or warship—that
becomes evidence of his preferences,
And, it makes us wonder why he

chooses darkness over lighr.

Detective Tom Hill, a 30-year vet-
cran of the Fore Lauderdale, Florida,
police deparument, summarizes the
point of this article: “You just can't
argue with physical evidence —you
alt,” That's a wough statement, but in
the mrld of C.5.1L— Christian Scene

an idol, Christians justify their
absence in the house of God by saying
they're bored. Not anly does thar evi-
dence reveal what our soul is most
nourished by (entertainment instead
of worship), it reveals a profound mis-

“understanding of the purpose of the

body of Christ and each believers
place in it. When the church of Jesus
Christ gathers together, not 10 be in

1 the evidence rells the

£
truth.

Who are you? What do you do?
Where de you go? And who are your
friends? Take 4 fresh look ar the physi-
cal evidence of your spiriwal life,
Remember, evidence always trumps
personal impressions when it comes to

esablishing a lasting verdict. s






